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STATEMENT BY:     MR ROBERT KAHIMISE, CITY OF WINDHOEK’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

Let me use this opportunity to thank you all colleagues for always making time to attend this 

important platform at which we share pertinent information pertaining to the operations of 

the City of Windhoek.  

1. COUNCIL APPROVED THREE APPLICATIONS FOR THE UPGRADING OF THE 
INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS  
 

Delivering on its promise to formalise the informal settlements, Council at its 3rd ordinary 

meeting held yesterday, 30 March 2017, has granted permission for the approval of three 

(3) applications for upgrade of informal settlements as follows.   

1.1 ERVEN 1039 AND 1040 IN HAVANA 

Erven: 1039 and 1040 will be consolidated into one Erf and subsequently be subdivided.  

The two erven are located in the Havana Township along Zambia and Karasburg Streets.  In 

total, there are hundred and forty five (145) residents settling in this area who were 

relocated from the single quarters in 2001, and have lived in the area for about 15 years. 

The consolidated Erf will be subdivided into One Hundred and Three (103) erven. Extension 

of municipal services will be made to provide individual household connections in the areas. 

1.2 ERVEN 1035 AND 1036, HAVANA 

Erven 1035 and 1036 are located in northeast of Havana Extension 1 and Havana Proper in 

Zambia Street. In total, there are one hundred and forty four (144) households already 

settled on the two erven.  With the proposed formalisation a total of eight six (86) 

residential erven will be created. Individual extension of municipal services in the area will 

be made.  The residents have indicated the willingness to share the erven to be provided for 

this purpose. 
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1.3 ERVEN 1024 AND 1026 HAVANA 

Erven 1024 and 1026 are located north of Havanna. There are approximately one hundred 

and twenty nine (129) households on the two erven. Once subdivided seventy eight (78) 

new erven will be created. Extension of municipal services will be made to provide 

individual household connections in the areas. 

All the above mentioned erven are currently having access to communal services. The 

proposed development will lead to each household to be provided with an individual 

connection to municipal services.  

The statutory processes will follow after approvals by Council i.e. the necessary applications 

will be made to the Namibia Planning and Advisory Board (NAMPAB) and the Townships 

Board to ensure statutory approval for consolidations and subdivisions are obtained  in 

terms of the Township and Division of Land Ordinance, 1963 (Ordinance 11 of 1963) as 

amended; as well as the Town Planning Ordinance (ordinance 18 of 1954).This is a positive 

development aimed at improving the living conditions of our residents in the north western 

parts of Windhoek.  The population’s growth rate in Windhoek accelerates at about 9.46% 

per annum and this evidently contributes to the uncontrolled spreading of informal 

settlements. Currently there is a pressing need for adequate and affordable service delivery, 

land and housing and it is imperative that the informal settlement be formalised and 

upgraded to effectively address the needs of our residents. The process will furthermore aid 

in providing security of tenure with infrastructure improvements. 

2. CITY TO CARRYOUT 1ST PILOT PHASE HOUSING PROJECT  
 

The City will this year construct houses ranging between two to three bedrooms on 79 

residential erven in Khomasdal Extension 16.  The installation of bulk municipal services on 

these erven was financed with the City’s own financial sources.  There have been numerous 

calls from the public and national leadership for the City to consider developing houses in 

order to help dampen the escalating property prices and aid in reducing the bottleneck in 

supplying residential properties.   

 
This housing initiative is thus long overdue and will go a long way in debacle of housing 

supply.  The pilot phase is an initial stage that will enable the City in future to garner 

capacity in the housing construction sector.  At this juncture, the City has no direct 

construction team or department under its employment tasked to carryout out housing 

building work.  Hence, the seventy nine houses will be developed on a joint venture 

agreement with a Namibian owned company Oluzizi Engineering and Construction in 

partnership with AMIBEX (PTY) LTD.  The successful buyers will therefore upon signing the 
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deed of sales be provided with the housing plan as provided for by the construction 

company.    

Concurrently with the above initiative, the City will continue to explore opportunities to 

improve and increase the supply of serviced land and eventual housing development.  It is 

worth mentioning that there is a notable willingness from various institutions and members 

of the business community who are expressing their willingness to help the City of 

Windhoek in the quest to resolve the challenges in housing demands, and with renewed 

hope the City is optimistic in embracing realistic efforts aimed at reliving the housing 

backlog.  

In this regard, an effort is also underway by the City to gauge the level of interest from 

developers and financiers to make proposals to the City for providing affordable housing 

solutions, and financing thereof same. 

3. WATER USAGE UPDATE IN THE CITY 
 

With the rainy season rapidly drawing to a close, it is important to update our residents and 

visitors to Windhoek on the ongoing water scarcity in the city. Water savings for the year 

since mid-January (when most people are considered to have returned from holiday) 

averages 27% based on long term demand.  

This is not ideal and it would seem that many people have the perception that the water 

shortage has been dispensed with as a result of the recent rain. Although the immediate 

crisis has been averted the impact of the ongoing water shortage in the supply system has 

only been delayed. The reality is that Windhoek (and others sharing the supply system of 

NamWater) is still drawing more water from the system than can sustainably be supplied. 

With the growing demand the gap between available supply and demand will continue to 

widen relentlessly thereby severely increasing the likelihood of another failure of the system 

in the near future. Thus the public is urged to continue saving water and respect all water 

saving measures.  

During the water crisis the City of Windhoek proactively pursued the further development 

of the Windhoek Aquifer in order to augment dwindling supply volumes from NamWater 

due to the drought.  This timely intervention has paid off in quenching the City’s thirst, and 

as such is a testimony of the commitment and dedication of the CoW towards its esteemed 

residents. 

We all know that the region’s water woes are compounded by the city’s fast pace of 

urbanization and its arid geographical terrain, and we urge the public to continue to heed 

the call to save water We should all be mindful of our own contribution to the water 

demand and continue to change our habits and attitude in order to adopt ways that will 

help us eliminate water wastages.  Should you come across a burst water pipe or leakage 
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please notify our 24hour bulk water number: 061 290/2402/2162 or report at 

www.cityscada.tk  

 

4. UPGRADING OF ELECTRICAL NETWORK IN KHOMASDAL AND OTJOMUISE AREAS 
 

As part of the regular upgrades of The City of Windhoek’s network, we would like to inform 

our valued clients that the Khomasdal Distribution Station is nearing its full firm loading 

capacity and de-loading is therefore necessary to create an opportunity for growth.  

Our department of Electricity will start with the new project to install medium voltage 

underground cables along various streets in Khomasdal Area in order to transfer load from 

Khomasdal Distribution Station to the recently refurbished Wendy Distribution Station. This 

work will result in increased capacity to allow future extensions of Khomasdal and 

Otjomuise to be incorporated with ease into Council’s network. 

The project commenced on Monday, 27th March 2017, and this will see the installation of 

cable ducts at various road intersections. Thereafter trench-digging for cable installation will 

commence along sidewalks of the following streets: Wendy Street; Gladiola Street; Moses 

Garoëb Street; Rooivalk Street; Visarend Street; Windswael Street; Otjomuise Road;  Else 

Street; Ndilimeke Street;  Johanna Styreet; Agnes Street and Fiona Street 

A project duration period of 2 months is anticipated and will thus be completed by the end 

of May 2017.  

- PLANNED POWER OUTAGE IN AUSSPANPLATZ AREA 
 

In the same breath, we the City of Windhoek would also like to inform its valued clients of a 

planned power outage in the Ausspanplatz Area on Tuesday, 4th April 2017 where work for 

Transformer upgrade at Marshall Flat MinSubstation, will be carried out between 08h00 

and 14h00.    

Residents in the following areas are informed about the power outage and encouraged to 

implement precautionary measures: 

 Hochland Road 

 Trift Street 

 Nachtigal Street 

 Synman Circle 
 

We therefore would like to caution the public that all electrical installations must be treated 

as “live” at all times and during any power outage, as the City of Windhoek will restore 

power supply without prior notification. 

http://www.cityscada.tk/
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5. ANNUAL ROAD RESURFACING TENDER IN WINDHOEK 2017 

 

The City of Windhoek has started with its annual road resurfacing project for resurfacing 

tender. The 2017 tender has been awarded to Messrs Namibia Construction (PTY) Ltd and 

construction work will commence by the middle of April 2017 and last until the end of 

October 2017. The City of Windhoek has a network of approximately 780km surfaced roads 

and streets and most of them are ageing and many have passed their original design life, 

and thus it is very important for us to maintain these roads on an annual basis. 

 

As usual, it is very important for the road users to give their cooperation in this regards. In 

the past we had members of the public removing the road signs at the construction sites 

and this has a negative impact on the progress and competition of the projects. Members of 

the public and affected parties will be informed of the actual dates that the maintenance 

work on specific roads will be undertaken by means of notices in the newspapers and the 

radio. We will do our utmost best to reduce the disruption and inconvenience to the 

minimum.  

 

Thank you very much for coming, your continuous support and cooperation in keeping the 
residents of the City of Windhoek updated is highly valued. 

 
 

 THANK YOU! 
 

 

 
 

ISSUED BY: 
City of Windhoek 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Corporate Communications, Marketing, Tourism and Customer Care 

Tel.: +264 61 290 2365/2044 
Fax: +264 61 290 2344 

E-mail: communication@windhoekcc.org.na 

 

 

 

mailto:communication@windhoekcc.org.na
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON ANNUAL ROAD RESURFACING PROJECT  

 

The City of Windhoek has a network of approximately 780km surfaced roads and streets and 

most of them are ageing and many have passed their original design life. Roads are basically 

constructed with several foundation layers, depending on the volume and mass of the 

traffic it has to carry and this is then topped off with a waterproof sealing layer, commonly 

referred to as tar. The sole purpose of the tarred surface is to provide a smooth, 

weatherproof and dustproof riding surface. 

 

As the road ages, this sealing layer dries out and loses its elasticity and waterproofing 

properties. Distress can be seen as cracks on the road surface as well as aggregate loss from 

the surfacing seal. 

 

The traffic also polishes the aggregate in this surfacing seal and the road loses its skid 

resistance.  As the surfacing stone is polished, this leads to vehicles being unable to stop 

during wet weather. 

 

When water penetrates into the upper foundation layers, the material starts to deform and 

distress can be seen as an uneven road surface and the formation of potholes. Continuous 

heavy traffic and overloaded vehicles place a tremendous amount of stress on the upper 

foundation layers and this distress can be seen as an uneven road surface.  

 

MAINTENANCE REGIME 

 

Under ideal conditions preventative maintenance will be done on a regular basis to ensure 

the integrity of the waterproof seal, but this is basically impossible to do due to financial 

constraints.  The type of sealing layer to be placed on top of the surfaced roads will depend 

on the type and volume of traffic as well as whether there are a lot of turning movements, 

and the cost ranges from approximately N$420 000 per km for a 6.7mm single seal to 

N$1.52mil per km for a 35mm premix overlay. 
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In cases where the upper foundation layers of the road has deformed, either due to the 

ingress of water or continuous heavy traffic, or needs to be strengthened, the material can 

be recycled and cement added to increase the strength and bitumen added to increase the 

resistance to water.  The cost to recycle the upper layer amounts to approximately 

N$2.45mil per km and then a new surfacing layer(as above) still needs to be placed on top 

of it. 

 

In cases where the road has been allowed to fail completely, the only option is to 

reconstruct it completely at a cost of at least N$6.65mil per km. 

 

THIS CONTRACT 

 

The decision on what to do on which roads was based on annual visual assessments 

conducted on all the roads by a team of specialised engineers. The actual quantity of work 

to be put out on tender was also subject to budgetary constraints and only the highest 

priorities could be accommodated. 

 

This contract will mainly focus on the higher order roads and they will be resealed by means 

of a 19mm Cape Seal.   

 

The roads to be resurfaced under this project are the following: 
 

Name From To 

Andrew Mogalie Cladius Kandovazu Shanghai 

Bach Sam Nujoma Florence Nightingale 

Beijing Otjomuise Tokyo 

Dr Kenneth Kaunda Robert Mugabe Eugene Marais 

Eros Robert Mugabe End 

Hans-Dietrich Genscher Independence Cladius Kandovazu 

Hendrik Witbooi Mandume Ndemufayo David Hosea Meroro 

Independence Otjomuise Caesar 

Liliencron Dr Kenneth Kaunda Luther 

Mandume Ndemufayo Maxwell Auas 

Monte Christo Western Bypass Rendsburger 

Moses // Garoeb Hendrik Witbooi Bonn 
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Robert Mugabe Sean McBride Laurent Kabila 

Robert Mugabe Jan Jonker Newton (bus stop) 

Sam Nujoma Mandume Ndemufayo Beethoven 

Shanghai Andrew Mogalie Hans-Dietrich Genscher 

 


